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A  N O T E  B E F O R E  W E  B E G I N
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BEFORE YOU GO FURTHER

CLOSE IT IF KEEP READING IF
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CARDS FACE UP

WHAT THE REST OF THE BOOK COSTS, IN CONTEXT

CHAPTERS 2 TO 10 ONE MARKETPLACE
SALE

ONE DIRECT SALE
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THE LONG VERSION

WHY THIS BOOK EXISTS
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HOW TO SELL WORDPRESS THEMES IN 2026, THE POST-
EXCLUSIVITY PLAYBOOK

C H A P T E R  O N E



AUTHOR'S NOTE

YEARS SELLING THEMES SOLD DESIGNED & CODED
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LEARN FROM MY INVOICES
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1.1 · THE MARKETPLACE

WHO IS ACTUALLY BUYING

TRY THIS IN TWENTY MINUTES
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1.2 · THE JULY 2026 RESET

ON THEMEFOREST, A $59 THEME (WHAT THE BUYER PAYS)

YOU KEEP AUTHOR FEE BUYER FEE

You keep $23.50, about 40% of the $59 the buyer pays.

ON YOUR OWN STORE, THE SAME $59 THEME

YOU KEEP: ~97%

~3% ($1.77) payment processing · no buyer fee

DO THIS BEFORE YOU PLAN ANY REVENUE
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1.2 · THE MECHANISM

SHELF ONE

Job: strangers find you

SHELF TWO

Job: they come back

WHAT ONE SHELF COSTS, OVER 4,000 SALES

MARKETPLACE ONLY HALF ON SHELF TWO THE DIFFERENCE

THE RULE THIS BOOK RUNS ON
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TEN YEARS OF HINDSIGHT, IN ONE PAGE

 

 

 

 

 

 

DO THIS TODAY, BEFORE CHAPTER 2
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1.2 · BEFORE & AFTER

   

IF YOU'RE A NEW AUTHOR, READ THIS TWICE

WORK ONE EXAMPLE BY HAND
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1.3 · THE AUTHOR JOURNEY

1

2

3

SOFT REJECT HARD REJECT

4

5

6
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1.4 · A REALITY CHECK

THE THREAT THE OPPORTUNITY

A TEN-MINUTE CHECK THAT PAYS FOR ITSELF
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1.5 · WHERE THE MONEY IS IN 2026

HIGH, OPEN GAP

HIGH

GROWING

MODERATE, CROWDED

LOW

SATURATED, AVOID

Signal to read carefully: Envato ended its free WordPress themes
program in late 2025, a clear sign of reduced platform investment in
WordPress. Treat these rankings as a map of a shrinking-but-real
market.

HOW TO READ A CATEGORY IN ONE SITTING
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1.6 · THE MULTI-CHANNEL REALITY

PROFIT +
OWNERSHIP

EXTRA REACH

THE INSIGHT THE MARKETPLACES DON'T ADVERTISE

DO THIS BEFORE THE THEME IS FINISHED

DISCOVERY
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CHAPTER 01 · RECAP

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

IF I HAD TO START AGAIN TOMORROW

NEXT CHAPTER
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END OF THE FREE CHAPTER
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10

tavonline.gumroad.com/l/sell-digital

10 CHAPTERS · INSTANT PDF · WRITTEN BY A 10-YEAR THEMEFOREST AUTHOR
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